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met the French Ministers, and the outcome of their
deliberations was the so-called Anglo-French pro-
posals by which the Czechs were urged to agree im-
mediately to hand over either by direct transfer or
by plebiscite to the Reich all areas with over 50 per
cent of Sudeten inhabitants. The proposals provided
for an international body to adjust frontiers and
exchange populations on an equitable basis.   In
addition, to meet the inevitable sacrifice the Czechs
were called upon to make, France and Britain offered
to guarantee the new Czech State against unprovoked
aggression to take the place of the old reciprocal
military obligations.  A reply was called for at the
earliest possible moment as the Prime Minister must
resume conversations with Hitler not - later than
Wednesday, and earlier if possible.   Behind these
proposals was,  as Mr.  Chamberlain pointed out,
"the desire to find a solution which would not
bring about a European war, and, therefore a solu-
tion which would not compel France to take action
in  accordance  with her  obligations/'    Thus  the
importance of the proposals was that through them
France was enabled under the aegis of Mr. Chamber-
lain's peace initiative to accept the principle of
self-determination of the Sudeten Germans.   With
this French defection there was nothing for the
Czechs to do but to give way.   Benes sought des-
perately for a compromise that would allow France
and Britain to reconsider their decision, and asked
for arbitration under Locarno.   This however was
unacceptable, and in the early hours of Wednesday
morning the British and French Ministers hurried
to the Hradcany Palace for an interview with Benes
in which they pointed out once and for all to the
Czecho-Slovak Government that " there was no hope
of a peaceful solution on this basis," and asked for
acceptance of the Anglo-French proposals uncondi-